
6/12/16 
for SSAATTBB divisi voices unaccompanied 

 by hunter t. johnson 

text by hunter t. johnson;  
text adapted by htj from the  

Pulse Nightclub Facebook Page,  
II Samuel 18:33, Genesis 4:10, Traditional 

African-American Spiritual 

Note: this work features a beloved African American Spiritual “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot.” The composer is not of African-American 

descent, and therefore can never fully claim ownership or 
understanding of the themes presented by this spiritual. The 

selection of this spiritual comes from personal experiences had by 
hunter during the months following the shooting, as it was a featured 
song for communal singing (in the style presented at the end of this 

piece) at the 2016 Missouri Choral Director’s Association Conference.  
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Background Notes 
in the early morning hours of sunday, june 12th, 2016,  

the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, Florida,  
became the site of the deadliest mass shooting  
in the history of the United States at that time. 

49 innocent people lost their lives to senseless violence. 

the composer of this work, hunter t. johnson,  
is from Orlando. he asked his friends that saturday  

to go to Pulse with him following a breakup.  
they decided not to go. 

by a coin toss, he was not hurt while others were. 

this work is dedicated to the victims of the shooting. 
it his hunter’s attempt to come to terms with the 

feelings of despair, hopelessness, and fear 
that the tragedy caused for him. 

the hope is that by creating something that explains 
the feelings of the next morning and that night, 

some kind of catharsis can be reached, and a sense 
of community and celebration can be found. for this reason, 

the audience joins the choir in the end of the work. 

text is drawn from the biblical story of  
familial violence in Cain and Abel,  
the death of David’s son Absalom,  

a Facebook post made by Pulse during the shooting,  
some of the last words of Jesus on the cross, 

and a text composed by hunter. 

love is our only hope 

Performance Notes 
The best way to perform this work is to create real contrast between 
the shockingly violent sections and those of repose and tranquility. 
When cells are designed to be performed out of sync, work extra 

hard to ensure that they are truly creating a blur of sound. 
Embrace every unique sound created by the choir. 
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for the reading of the names 

read the left column first, then the right. 

Stanley Almodovar III, 23 years old 

Amanda Alvear, 25 years old 

Oscar A Aracena-Montero, 26 years old 

Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala, 33 years old 

Antonio Davon Brown, 29 years old 

Darryl Roman Burt II, 29 years old 

Angel L. Candelario-Padro, 28 years old 

Juan Chevez-Martinez, 25 years old 

Luis Daniel Conde, 39 years old 

Cory James Connell, 21 years old 

Tevin Eugene Crosby, 25 years old 

Deonka Deidra Drayton, 32 years old 

Simon Adrian Carrillo Fernandez, 31 years 
old 

Leroy Valentin Fernandez, 25 years old, 

Mercedez Marisol Flores, 26 years old 

Peter O. Gonzalez-Cruz, 22 years old 

Juan Ramon Guerrero, 22 years old 

Paul Terrell Henry, 41 years old 

Frank Hernandez, 27 years old 

Miguel Angel Honorato, 30 years old 

Javier Jorge-Reyes, 40 years old 

Eddie Jamoldroy Justice, 30 years old 

Anthony Luis Laureanodisla, 25 years old 

Christopher Andrew Leinonen, 32 years 
old 

Alejandro Barrios Martinez, 21 years old 

Brenda Lee Marquez McCool, 49 years 
old 

Gilberto Ramon Silva Menendez, 25 years 
old 

Kimbery Morris, 37 years old 

Luis Omar Ocasio-Capo, 20 years old 

Geraldo A. Ortiz-Jimenez, 25 years old 

Eric Ivan Ortiz-Rivera, 26 years old 

Joel Rayon Paniagua, 32 years old 

Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, 35 years old 

Enrique L. Rios Jr., 25 years old 

Jean C. Nives Rodriguez, 27 years old 

Xavier Emmanuel Seeano Rosado, 35 
years old 

Christopher Joseph Sanfieliz, 24 years old 

Yilmary Rodriguez Solivan, 24 years old 

Edward Sotomayor Jr., 34 years old 

Shane Evan Tomlinson, 33 tears old 

Martin Benitez Torres, 33 years old 

Jonathan Antonio Camuy Vega, 24 years 
old 

Juan P. Rivera Velazquez, 37 years old 

Franky Jimmy Dejesus Velazquez, 50 years 
old 

Luis Danuel Wilson-Leon, 27 years old 

Jerald Arthur Wright, 31 years old 

——-*Pause*—— 

Akyra Monet Murray, only 18 years old 

——*Pause*—— 

Luis S. Vielma, 22 years old 

——*allow for a moment of reflection 
before ending the recitation of the 
names.*——
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Biography 
hunter t. johnson (he/him) is a dynamic young composer with a 
rapidly growing catalog of choral works, art songs, and chamber 
pieces. He takes inspiration from issues of social justice and conflict, 
working to give voice to sentiments and ideas that he feels are 
ignored in everyday life. In composing vocal works, he seeks poetry 
and texts that range from those that explore nature and beauty to 
those that examine social issues such as self-harm, suicide, and other 
traditionally avoided topics. He has completed commissions for art 
songs and choral works, including several works for Grammy Award-
winning soprano Christine Brewer. Other commissioning ensembles 
include Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Webster Groves, MO; the 
Webster University ChordLoks; and the Lindenwood University 
Concert Choir under the direction of Pamela Grooms. 

An active choral musician, hunter has performed with and conducted 
groups in concerts across the United States. He is one of the co-
founders and the conductor of the choral ensemble catenary. hunter’s 
composition Stars was awarded the 2017 Missouri Choral Director’s 
Association Opus Award, which recognizes an outstanding choral 
composition by a Missouri-based composer. His works have been 
performed by the Webster University Chamber Singers, Concert 
Choir, and Women’s Chorus, under his direction as well as that of Drs. 
Trent A. Patterson and Stuart Chapman Hill. 

hunter holds a Bachelor’s of Music Degree in Composition from 
Webster University in St. Louis, Missouri, where he studied 
composition with Dr. David Werfelmann and Kim Portnoy. 

visit huntertjohnson.com for more information 

visit thetrevorproject.org to volunteer for the LGBTQIA+ Community 
visit GLAAD.org for information and resources for LGBTQIA+ Allyship 
for materials relating to African American spirituals, consider reading 
Way Over in Beulah Lan' by Dr. Andre J. Thomas and In Their Own 

Words by Dr. Eileen Guenther. 

hunter t. johnson is not an expert on spirituals from the African 
American tradition, and encourages that you search for original 
source materials and resources created by experts to whom that 

tradition is personal to improve your understanding of them.
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