
conflict is not always loud 
(though it certainly can be) 

for Electric Guitar and Piano 

by hunter t. johnson 
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Performance Notes: 
Tempo markings apply only to the part over which they are placed. 

Boxes denote figures that will be repeated, and thick, solid black lines in the staff 
denote the amount of time that figure should be repeated for. 

In sections marked without meter (as denoted with an X in place of a time 
signature) the following symbols have specific meanings: 

Stemless noteheads should be read without any sense of pulse, meter, or rhythm. They 
should be placed in space with a sense of irregularity and unevenness. 

bar lines which cross only staves and not the space between them represent solid ends 
to sections, and should be considered an end to sound. 

dashed vertical barlines represent a break in the sound for whichever instrument they 
cross. They should be read as a breath mark, and denote the end of a phrase. 

dashed vertical lines connecting notes or boxes represent a moment where parts line 
up events, such as onsets or cutoffs. (ex. third system, dashed vertical line crossing 

both parts connects the guitar cutoff with the D in the piano.) 

dashed horizontal lines represent gradual changes in tempo crossing between 
designated tempi. 

feathered beams in the guitar represent chords that should be strummed freely, 
irregularly, and unevenly. 

Performers should enjoy an opportunity to break from convention; irregularity, 
randomness, spontaneity, and creativity are encouraged throughout this work. 
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