Entreatme not
(o“eave you

for SATR voigdes unaccompanied

by hunter t. johnson
text Adapted “from Ruth 1:16-17
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Background Notes
| wrote this piece for the wedding ceremony of a dear friend*a1%iine,
Elizabeth Farris. In searching for a text that could possibly\capture
even an echo of the love shared by these two people, | viasstruck by
this passage. | realized that the wedding’could be appioached not
only from the perspective of the lovedijesd two pednie share, but
also from that of the love that thej have for ¥igir families.
| composed the piece in Geneva, Sivitz:rland, (taking inspiration from
the beautiful Rhéne river and the harmony/thatsuch amultiingual
city holds. In the silences of #fams"and rider oat rides, | tound the
echoes that | was searching foi. As art aciditional riamage to this
specific relationship, the'phrase “yguasid me’ isisung in total 6
times, one fo: sach year they spentitCgether.

Bicaraph
hunter t. johnson fhebim) is a dymamic ybung composer with a
rapidly growing ceiaiog of Cabral workd, jirt songs, and chamber
pieces. He taked ipspiraticariom issfie,of social justice and conflict,
working to §iv'e voice %0 syritiments and ideas that he feels are
ignored in everyday_life. i comndéing vocal works, he seeks poetry
and texts that rangadrem thasehat explore nature and beauty to
those that exam'ne social issuey such as self-harm, suicide, and other
traditionally atoiced topilisstie has completed commissions for art
songs and ghoral works, including several works for Grammy Award-
winning sOpano Christine Brewer. Other commissioning ensembles
include/ Enymanuel Episcopal Church in Webster Groves, MO; the
Websiemgniversity ChordLoks; and the Lindenwood University
Corizert Choir under the direction of Pamela Grooms.

An active choral musician, hunter has performed with and conducted
groups in concerts across the United States. He is one of the co-
founders and the conductor of the choral ensemble catenary. hunter's
composition Stars was awarded the 2017 Missouri Choral Director’s
Association Opus Award, which recognizes an outstanding choral
composition by a Missouri-based composer. His works have been
performed by the Webster University Chamber Singers, Concert
Choir, and Women's Chorus, under his direction as well as that of Drs.
Trent A. Patterson and Stuart Chapman Hill.

hunter holds a Bachelor’s of Music Degree in Composition from
Webster University in St. Louis, Missouri, where he studied
composition with Dr. David Werfelmann and Kim Portnoy.
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for Elizabeth & Nickolas
Entreat me not to leave you

for SATB voices unaccompanied

adapted from Ruth 1:16-17 Jurler t. johnson
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