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Background Notes
This setting is dedicated to the composer’s partner, Conncy, atid
written for the St. Louis-based choral ensemble cateriary.

Performance Notes
Careful attention should be paid to_Csiance and e signated
dynamics. When a line is indicated as“'gadler thad: therest, it should
be brought out fully above the clody mutterifigy, of the ather lines.
When in canon, voices should geewts imitate,arnd blesa™with the
voices in their octave, as if thesparts have helzn mixes together and
theh clivided.
Dissonances should always\be treated cs'balancef, with all dissonant
partdiaairig of equal volume.

Bigarznhy
hunter t. johnson (he/him) is a ajnamic ygling composer with a
rapidly growing datalog of ¢'igral worksmartsongs, and chamber
pieces. He takéssindpiratigh tra/n issuasar social justice and conflict,
working to givie Whice to'sentiments anc ideas that he feels are
ignored in everyday lifenln compbs ng vocal works, he seeks poetry
and texts that rangg irom thos¢ 1hat explore nature and beauty to
those that examimeysacial issus duch as self-harm, suicide, and other
traditionally avoided: topigs. Ma'has completed commissions for art
songs and chawal works, incliding several works for Grammy Award-
winning sgiorano Christine Brewer. Other commissioning ensembles
include/Smmunuel Episcopal Church in Webster Groves, MO; the
Webster Uhiversity ChordLoks; and the Lindenwood University
ConsatyChoir under the direction of Pamela Grooms.

An active choral musician, hunter has performed with and conducted
groups in concerts across the United States. He is one of the co-
founders and the conductor of the choral ensemble catenary. hunter’s
composition Stars was awarded the 2017 Missouri Choral Director’s
Association Opus Award, which recognizes an outstanding choral
composition by a Missouri-based composer. His works have been
performed by the Webster University Chamber Singers, Concert
Choir, and Women'’s Chorus, under his direction as well as that of Drs.
Trent A. Patterson and Stuart Chapman Hill.

Hunter holds a Bachelor’s of Music Degree in Composition from
Webster University in St. Louis, Missouri, where he studied
composition with Dr. David Werfelmann and Kim Portnoy.
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for Connor
premiered by catenary, hunter t. johnson, conductor

Sonnet 18

for SATB divisi voices and piano

William Shakespeare _unter t. johnson
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