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background notes:
the text for a beautiful boy comes from Richard Siken’s You Are Jeff. i have never forgotten the
way that i felt when i first read this poem, like someone had finally captured these crystal clear
images in my head and in my heart with words. it is my hope that through this setting, i can
further elaborate those feelings into music and begin to understand them.

i have met many beautiful boys in my life, but told so few of them the way that i felt.

performance notes:
this work should be performed with a great deal of flexibility and intuition.

the interactions between varying gradations of dynamic between the contrapuntal vocal lines
should be thoroughly explored. key moments occur for each voice part at different times and in
different ranges, just as they do in real life for each of us.

whenever time is taken to appreciate or admire some small moment, time should in turn be
given back later in a frantic display of anxiety and stress seeking out a desperate sense of
balance.

composer biography:

hunter t. johnson (he/him) is-a dynamic young composer with a rapidly growing catalog of
choral works, art songs, and chamber pieces. He takes inspiration from issues of social justice
and conflict, working to give voice to sentiments and ideas that he feels are ignored in
everyday life. In composing vocal works, he seeks poetry and texts that range from those that
explore nature and beauty to those that examine social issues such as self-harm, suicide, and
other traditionally avoided topics. He has completed commissions for art songs and choral
works, including several works for Grammy Award-winning soprano Christine Brewer. Other
commissioning ensembles include Emmanuel Episcopal Church and the Lindenwood University
Concert Choir directed by Pamela Grooms.

An active choral musician, hunter has performed with and conducted groups in concerts across
the United States. He is a co-founder and the conductor of the choral ensemble catenary.
hunter's composition Stars was awarded the 2017 Missouri Choral Director’s Association Opus
Award, which recognizes an outstanding choral composition by a Missouri-based composer.

hunter is pursuing a Master's of Music Degree in Composition at the Indiana University Jacobs
School of Music where he has studied with Dr. Han Lash and Don Freund and holds a B.M. in
Composition from Webster University, where he studied with Dr. David Werfelmann and Kim
Portnoy.

for more information, works, and to contact, visit huntertjiohnson.com
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